
 

 

DEPUTATION ONE 

Pupils of Brigshaw High School 

Mayor for the Day 

 

THE LORD MAYOR:  Good afternoon and welcome to today’s Charlotte Annakin.  I 

would like to say here that Charlotte and I have met before and we were very pleased when 

she won the Mayor for a Day.  We went off to the switching on of the lights, which was a 

wonderful event, and Charlotte actually spoke then to the people present, which I understand 

amounted to about 40,000, so you have nothing to worry about this afternoon, Charlotte!   

 

We are pleased to have you here.  Congratulations once again and we would like to 

hear what you have to say. 

 

CHARLOTTE ANNAKIN:  If I was running Leeds for a day I would say ‘You don’t 

have to spend a fortune to improve life for a lot of people.’  Who would not be in favour of 

that?  Talking about spending - spend a day in a wheelchair and find out how difficult and 

frustrating your life can be. 

 

Annoyingly, for the most part, it’s not the big things that cause the problems; it’s the 

small things which are easily fixed.  The wheelchair experience is a real sensitiser.  We take 

so much for granted, not realising that these small things can bring you to a standstill – 

literally. 

 

Getting into the city is free - a great start but not all of the buses have access.  Drive in 

and you can have major problems with parking.  It is so annoying when clearly marked 

disabled spaces are taken by perfectly fit people who have much more provision but cannot 

be bothered to walk.   

 

On the path you find uneven paving, so it’s a bumpy ride and some litter can be 

particularly unpleasant when your wheels and hands are the way you get about.  Imagine 

encountering broken glass, chewing gum and even animal waste.  It is bad enough when we 

get it on our shoe. 

 

Get to the shops and many of them have a small step or threshold.  One small step for 

man  can be a giant leap for a wheelchair.  Only the bigger shops have automatic doors so it 

is a nightmare if your on your own; you have to rely on an increasingly ‘in a hurry’ society. 

 

Once in the shops and restaurants it can be difficult to navigate the tables and aisles.  

Floor space is expensive; racks are put close together and become a jungle of tee- shirts and 

trousers.  Then, where are the disabled changing rooms and how difficult will it be to pay? 

 

There are so many small changes that would make a massive difference.   SO that is 

the moan, but what is the solution?   

 

The people who have the problems can advise on the solutions.  Don’t presume -  give 

them the voice and empower them to make the changes by listening and acting.  After the 

wheelchair experience, I would be suggesting: 

 



To create a wheelchair experience area in Briggate entitled ‘How would you like it?’ 

 

Ramp all steps into public buildings 

 

Create remote control access to parking spaces 

 

Ask shops to create space for browsing and make space around the tables particularly where 

there is fixed seating.  Advise them on the average width of a chair 

 

Extend the time at crossing 

 

A massive awareness campaign involving local TV and radio to kick start the process.  They 

would publicly award those who make an effort and for those who ignore it - why?  Thank 

you.  (Applause)  

 

THE LORD MAYOR:  Thank you very much, Charlotte.  Councillor Bentley? 

 

COUNCILLOR BENTLEY:  Lord Mayor, I move that the matter be referred to the 

Executive Board for consideration. 

 

COUNCILLOR GRUEN:  I am very happy to second. 

 

THE LORD MAYOR:  Could we have a show of hands, please?  (A vote was taken)  

This is CARRIED.   

 

Thank you for attending today, Charlotte, and for what you have said.  You will be 

kept informed of the consideration which your comments will receive.  Good afternoon and 

well done.  (Applause) 

 


